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CASEY COUNTY FAMILY CELEBRATES SPRING BY 
PRESERVING RARE WILDFLOWER 

 
LIBERTY, Ky. (March 27, 2003) – A Casey County family received high praise today at a ceremony 

honoring their environmental stewardship.  The Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC) 

recognized Chris and Connie Weddle, along with Alma and R.C. Weddle Jr., of Liberty for their efforts to 

preserve the least trillium, a rare and state-endangered wildflower.   

The Weddle family enrolled ____ wooded acres of their Casey County farm in the state’s Natural Areas 

Registry program, pledging to continue careful stewardship of their land and to work with the commission to help 

ensure the plant’s survival.  In presenting the Weddles with a plaque recognizing their commitment, KSNPC 

Director Don Dott commented, “The commission applauds and greatly appreciates the Weddle’s dedication and 

commitment to conserving this unique aspect of our natural heritage. Voluntary efforts of private citizens, like the 

Weddle family, are critical to preserving the rare biological treasures of the Commonwealth.” 

The least trillium is a relatively small plant, with one whorl of three leaves and a solitary flower elevated 

slightly above the leaves.  The showy flowers are initially white, changing to pink or rose color as they age. The 

flowers appear in early spring, sometimes as early as March.  It typically occurs in upland oak-hickory woods, but 

also can be found in bottomland woods.  In Kentucky, its distribution is scattered across the southern part of the 

state from Russell County to Christian County.  The species is listed as endangered in Kentucky under the state’s 

Rare Plant Recognition Act, primarily due to habitat loss and degradation from water impoundment, residential 

construction and widespread clear-cutting of timber.   

“We are tremendously pleased that the Weddle family has pledged to help preserve this rare plant 

species,” said Deborah White, KSNPC Natural Heritage Branch Manager. “It is a wonderful example of 

cooperative conservation – and one that we hope other private landowners will consider following.”  

The new Bradley Lewis Weddle State Natural Area, named for Chris and Connie Weddle’s son who was 

tragically killed in an automobile accident in 2001, is one of 56 properties encompassing more than 5,000 acres 

currently enrolled in the Natural Areas Registry program.  This voluntary and non-regulatory program is designed 

to honor and recognize owners of outstanding natural areas for their commitment to preserving some our state’s 

most unique remaining habitats.  For additional information about the Natural Areas Registry program or the 

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission, please call (502) 573-2886 or visit our Web site at 

www.kynaturepreserves.org. 
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